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Join Join us for Weekenders Worship 

        7 p.m.  July 7th & 21st
July 9th 5 p.m. Sarah & Stefan’s Wedding Rehearsal,

Groom’s Supper follows.

July 10th 4 p.m. Sarah Meissner (Hughey) and Stefan 
Meissner’s Wedding Celebration
July Worship Schedule
July 4 – 9:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion & Coffee Fellowship follows
July 7 – 7 p.m. Weekenders Worship
July 11- 9:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion, Coffee Fellowship follows
July 18 – 9:30 a.m. Worship with Walstrom baptism and Coffee Fellowship follows
July 21 – 7 p.m. Weekenders Worship Council follows

July 25- 9:30 a.m. Worship with Sorensen baptism, Coffee Fellowship follows 
Welcome to Worship at Bethlehem!
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The Bethlehem Beacon~July 2010
  Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Ulen, MN.

Website: bethlehemulen.com

Steve Dahl, Pastor  



bethlehempr@arvig.net

218-596-8352      



bethlehem@arvig.net
Fax: 218-596-8269




Dear Friends,

Do tears ever catch you by surprise? 

Just about a month ago, on Memorial Day weekend, I found myself sitting in a tiny sanctuary in Bayfield, Wisconsin singing a hymn I had never sung before.  Our sending hymn was tucked neatly into that tiny section of National songs that seems to appear at the close of every hymnal.  As the “dreary” tune of Finlandia came forth from the organ, I breathed a heavy sigh and dutifully joined in to do my part in honoring the fallen.  As we sang, I was amazed at the power of the text.  As we reached the final verse, I had no more voice to sing, but my tears seemed to fill the gap.  This hymn truly touched my heart and became my prayer.  I pray that it will do the same for you.
In Christ,

Pastor Steve

This Is My Song

1
This is my song, O God of all the nations,

a song of peace for lands afar and mine.

This is my home, the country where my heart is;

here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine;

but other hearts in other lands are beating

with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.

2
My country's skies are bluer than the ocean,

and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine.

But other lands have sunlight too, and clover,

and skies are ev'rywhere as blue as mine.

So hear my song, O God of all the nations,

a song of peace for their land and for mine.

3
This is my prayer, O God of all earth's kingdoms,

your kingdom come; on earth your will be done.

O God, be lifted up till all shall serve you,

and hearts united learn to live as one.

So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations;

myself I give you; let your will be done.

Text: Lloyd Stone, 1912-1993, sts. 1-2; Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974, st. 3

Text sts. 1-2 © 1934, 1962 Lorenz Publishing Company. Text st. 3 © 1964 Lorenz Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Council

(unapproved)

The Bethlehem Lutheran Church Council met on Wednesday, June 16, 2010 following the Wednesday evening summer service with the following members present:  President Bob Klemetson, Janet Maesse, Diane Syverson, Cris Anderson, Pastor Steve Dahl, Pete Shae, Ron Evans, Deb Ashmore, council secretary, Sarah West, church treasurer, Roy Sorenson, Kim Syverson,  and Jim Amundson .

President called the meeting to order.

DEVOTIONS:  Janet gave devotions reading a story “Lost in the Grocery Isle”.  We need to slow down and think about others.  Ron offered to give devotions next month.  Ron thanked everyone for the overwhelming support after the loss of his son.          
5 minutes of Good News:  There was a bat in the church before church this evening; we got it out before council started!  The tree branch that has been scraping the shingles has been removed.  Church attendance this evening was 22 ~ great!  The sun came out today!  The kitchen is done.     

SECRETARY’S REPORT:  Motion made Pete/Jim and carried to accept minutes as printed.   

TREASURER’S REPORT:  The general fund shows a negative balance according to the checkbook.  (Recent deposit made though).  Dan Stall has been paid in full for the kitchen construction.  Electrical hasn’t been paid yet though.  We are current on paying benevolence.  Camperships haven’t been paid (due in July or August).  We had a recent $5,000 donation.  Midi has been paid off.  Motion made (Janet/Cris) and carried to accept treasurer’s report as presented. 

PASTORS’ REPORT:  Weekender worship has been going great.  3 baptisms are scheduled.  Will be on vacation July 8-14.  Pastor Jeff McCracken will be filling in for Sarah Hughey’s reception.  Seminary student will also fill in during his absence.   
COMMITTEE REPORTS
STEWARDSHIP:    

PROPERTY:  The window is at the lumber yard.  Motion made (Pete/Ron) and carried to pay $200 from the general fund and $1,000 from the undesignated fund to pay for the carpet (and installation) for secretary office, balcony, and a Sunday school room.  President Bob going to check with Nick Herzog regarding the northeast door (needs to be structurally repaired as well as a stairway built).  

WORSHIP & MUSIC:

CEMETERY:

SOCIAL CONCERNS:

EVANGELISM:

CHRISTIAN ED:

MEMORIAL: $5,000 memorial received from the Lowell & Nellie Cary to be used as council and Pastor deem fit. 

MEMORIALS: Memorial and worship committee to work together to research prices and additional colors to complete our Paraments.  

FINANCE:

YOUTH:

VIKING MANOR:  

OLD BUSINESS:  The kitchen is just about complete.  
NEW BUSINESS: Discussed propane summer fill @ $1.45 per gallon.  Bob is going to talk with Donne Hansen.  Currently, one tank is empty, the other has 300 gallons.  We will send out envelopes in July newsletter for propane donations.  Pastor Steve is going to contact someone from Ottertail to do an analysis.  Diane Syverson gave her resignation effective July 30, 2010.  Motion made (Pete/Sarah) and carried to accept her resignation.  We will advertise for this position in the bulletin and church newsletter.  Sarah was going to print up an application.  Bridget Atwood resigned her position on Christian Ed and Kizzy Asleson has agreed to fill out the rest of her term.

ADJOURNMENT ~ LORD’S PRAYER

Minutes submitted by Deb Ashmore, Council Secretary

Parish
         Records

Transfers:


A request of transfer for Cody Houglum was sent to Risen Savior Church and School on June 8, 2010.
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Deaths:
Lowell John Fugile

We extend our sympathy and condolences to the family and friends of Lowell John Fugile.  A

memorial service for Lowell was held in Bethlehem Church Friday, June 4, 2010.  Interment was in West Bethlehem Cemetery.  

Eric Evans

We extend our sympathy and condolences to the family and friends of Eric Evans.   Eric is the son of Ron Evans and of Harris, MN.

Vernon Hansen

We extend our sympathy and condolences to the family and friends of Vernon Hansen.  Vernon passed away Monday, June 7, 2010.  A Celebration of Life Service was held on Saturday, June 19th at Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Oregon.  Vernon is the brother to Muriel Klemetson.

Jody Wuitschick

We extend our sympathy and condolences to the family and friends of Jody Wuitschick.  Jody passed away Wednesday, June 2, 2010.
Baptisms
Jacob Rolle and Julianna Troska
Jacob and Julianna were baptized in Bethlehem Church on June 5, 2010.  Parents of Jacob and Julianna are Jennifer and James Troska.  Sponsors of Jacob are Darrin Rolle and Tanya Troska and sponsors of Julianna are Georgine and Richard Troska. 
Nora Christine Simon.  
Nora Christine Simon born February 2, 2010 to parents Christina (Matson) Simon and Patrick Simon. Nora was baptized in Bethlehem on June 27, 2010.   Sponsors of Nora are Kevin and Maria Simon-Dorman and Brett and Brittany Lien.  Proud Grandparents are Diane and Kenneth Matson and Rosemary and the late Louis (Buddy) Simon.
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Births 
Izabella Rose Jacobson

Congratulations to Beau and Chrissy Jacobson on the blessed birth of their daughter Izabella Rose  Jacobson.  Izabella was born on Tuesday, June 22, 2010 weighing 8 pounds, 8 ounces and 20.5 inches long.  Izabella joins three brothers Gavin, Drew and Ian.  
A Baby Boy!!! 
Ryder Gregory Boit

Congratulations to Crystal Borgen and Rick Boit on the birth of their son Ryder Gregory Boit!!!  Born Monday, June 21, 2010 weighing 7 lbs. and 5 oz., Ryder joins big sister Alexa in their home in Hawley.  Mom and Ryder are doing great.  

[image: image1.png]e

S

e

Withthis ring




Weddings:
Congratulations and God’s blessings to Cara Herzog (Anderson) and Nick Herzog on their marriage on Saturday July 19th at Bethlehem Church
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Friday, July 9th – 5 p.m. Meissner Wedding Rehearsal and Groom’s Supper in Bethlehem Church. 

Saturday, July 10th – 4 p.m. Wedding Celebration of Sarah Meissner (Hughey) and Stefan Meissner.  Parents are Susan Hughey; Joe Hughey, New Hope Ala. And Sigrid and Klaus Meissner.
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JULY’S SERVING    GROUP
Lois and Lyle Syverson

        596-8586

Kristi and Jeff Knutson

        596-8189

Melinda and Bryan Weerts

        596-8256

Janice and Clifford Helgedalen                  596-8551

Julie Gregerson


        596-8816

Stacy and Bob Klemetson

        596-8644

Tammy and Steve Eckholm

        962-3201

Ardis Larson



        596-8842

Charlene and Russell Oberg

        596-8593

John Rikhus



        596-8361

Wanda and Steve Wang                              494-3476            

Gayle and Gary Lund                                 596-8537
Arlys and Philip Matson                             596-8706

Julie and Arvin Syverson                            494-3445 

Melissa Schreder and Rudy Braseth           596-8630

Ellie Kluver                                                 596-8409

Bev and Duane Amundson                         596-8691
Custodian Job Available:


Our custodian, Diane Syverson will be retiring effective July 31st.  Thank you Diane!  Your church council would like to begin receiving applications July 1st.  


A job description, an informal list of average weekly duties and an application form are available in the church office.  Please spread the word.
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PRAYER CONCERNS

Richard Olson, Deb Walton, Lyle Syverson,

Sam Rikhus, Ted Butenhoff-brother to Vieviette Haugtvedt and Rubye Schultz
All of our members pursing education: 
Vicar Dan Watland
Communion Helpers:
     Mike Lockhart

     July Ushers:

     Clifford Helgedalen

     July Lectors:
     July 04: Karen Lien
     July 11: Joyce Borchardt
     July 18: Lila Anderson 

     July 25: Yet to be filled
BETHLEHEM’S ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING FOR JUNE:

DATE
              ATTENDANCE        OFFERING
June 6, 2010

  81                          1,900.00

June 9, 2010

  19

         740.00

June 13, 2010

  76                             804.00

June 16, 2010                   22                             540.00
June 20, 2010

  55                             986.00

June 27, 2010

  93                          1, 244.00
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Elizabeth Circle meets Wednesday, July 7th at 9 a.m. in Bethany Hall.
Dorcas Circle meets Wednesday, July 14th at 9:30 a.m. Hostess Orpha Schultz.
Mary’s Circle will not be meeting.

Naomi Circle meets Monday, July 12th at 7:30 p.m. in Parkview Haven Community Room, Hostess Karen Lien.
Bethlehem’s Mission Statement

Bethlehem Lutheran Church is a congregation of believers in Jesus Christ, justified by grace through faith.  Our mission is to faithfully teach and proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ to all people by nurturing members of the congregation towards growth in faith and discipleship and by reaching beyond ourselves in mission to the community and to the world.
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Memorial Gifts Received
Correction from June’s Newsletter

Undesignated:


In loving memory of Harold Cary from 

Justin and Muriel Klemetson; Duane and Bev Amundson and Inga Anderson

WELCA Chairs:


In loving memory of Afton Braseth from Russell and Donna Olson


In loving memory of Lowell Fugile from Gene Schultz Family, Gene & Orpha, Brad & Becky, Kelly and Phoenix Schulz, Joann Rinke, Ed and Collene Anderson, Susan and Lonnie Anderson, Leon and Karen Anderson and Justin and Muriel Klemetson.

In loving memory of Vernon Hansen from Gene & Orpha Schultz and Lonnie and Sue Anderson.

In loving memory of Leland Burud from Darrell Klemetson and Pamela Walsh.

Midi Fund:


In loving memory of Lowell Fugile from Brian and Janet Maesse, Cris and Jenny Anderson and Bob and Stacy Klemetson

In loving memory of Rueben Klevgaard from Gerald and Virginia Trom.
Undesignated:


In loving memory of Lowell Fugile from Winton and Ardith Fugile, Rubye and JoNeil Schultz and Irene Klemetson.

In loving memory of Ihlor Bjerke from Irene Klemetson


In loving memory of Vernon Hansen from Rubye and JoNeil Schultz, Bob and Stacy Klemetson and Darrell Kletson and Pamela Walsh.

In loving Memory of Eric Evans from Bob and Stacy Klemetson and Darrell Klemetson and Pamela Walsh.

Cemetery Fund:

In loving memory of Lowell Fugile from Ron Klemetson, Helen Gunderson and Lila Anderson. 

SPECIAL OFFERING FOR PROPANE
During these summer months, Bethlehem has the opportunity to buy propane for winter heating at a greatly discounted price.  As a Church Council, we are asking you to help us be better stewards of your dollars by contributing a special offering (as you are able) to help us defray the cost of our summer propane fill.  If we can avoid purchasing propane on borrowed money, your offerings will have greater impact on our mission.              Thank you for your willing response.
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SOUP 
-N-

SANDWICH
     WOMEN OF THE ELCA DINNER
     BETHLEHEM’S BETHANY HALL

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10TH AT 11:30 A.M.

We will also be having a Baked Goodies, Canned Goods, Fresh Produce Sale, Quilt Raffle and Silent Basket Auction.  We invite you to join us as to celebrate fall, a good harvest and to give thanks be to God.
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*Thrivent Financial for Lutherans will Supplement Funds for this fundraiser.

 WELCA NEWS
June 24th the Bethlehem WELCA met at the Viking Manor Nursing Home.  All ladies over 80 were honored guests.  They were each given a beautiful corsage; the corsages were made by Adeline Halvorson and Beverly Amundson.  Devotions were given by Karen Lien, followed by the Lord’s Prayer.  Patty Ballard from Waubun played many beautiful hymns and other songs on her accordion while lunch was served to everyone.  Thank you to Servant Groups 5 & 6 for bringing & serving the lunch.
The next WELCA meeting will be on Thursday, July 22nd at 2 p.m. in Bethany Hall.  Naomi Circle will be in charge of program and Servant Group 7 will serve lunch.

June 7th the Women’s Bible Retreat was held at the Holiday Inn in Detroit Lakes.  Attending from Bethlehem were Muriel Klemetson, Adeline Halvorson, Adeline Corwin, Lila Anderson, Nellie Holm and Darlene Braseth.  Ornetta Bergstrom led the Bible Study; Judy Seigle was the Inspiration speaker.  Melissa Pickering was the Hymn sing leader.  Pastor Karla Mickelson from Gloria Dei Lutheran in Felton and Winchester Lutheran in Borup gave Communion to all ladies in the afternoon.
June 11th and June 12th the 23rd Annual Women’s Organization was held at Calvary Lutheran Church in Perham.  Our theme for this year “Grow and Go” is an action, moving, exciting one.  2 Peter 3:18 “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  To him be glory both now and forever, Amen.”  Those attending were entertained by “Friends in Faith,” a vocal quintet from Calvary Lutheran.  Pastor Steve Dahl is a member of Calvary and or Friends in Faith.
[image: image3.png]| wonder what would happen if we treated our Bible
like we treat our cell phones.

What if we carried it around in our purses or pockets?

What if we turned back to go get it if we forgot it?

What if we flipped through it several times a day?

What if we used it to receive messages from the text?

What if we treated it like we couldn’t live without it?

What if we gave it to children as gifts?

What if we used it as we traveled?

What if we used it in case of an emergency?

What if we upgraded it to get the latest version?

This is something to make yougo ... hmmm. ..
where is my Bible?

Oh, and one more thing. Unlike our cell phones, we
don't ever have to worry about our Bible being
disconnected because Jesus already paid the bill!





In Thanksgiving and Intercession for our Country
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JULY 2010

     Sunday                 Monday           Tuesday        Wednesday     Thursday             Friday             Saturday

	
	
	
	
	1

11 a.m. Memorial Service at Viking Manor
	2


	3

	Independence  4

Day  

9:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 
10:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 


	5


	6


	7

9 a.m. Elizabeth Circle meets in Bethany Hall; Hostess Twilia Evans 
7 p.m. Weekender’s Worship

	8
	9

5 p.m. 
Hughey/Meissner
Rehearsal & Groom’s Supper in Bethany Hall
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	10

4 p.m. 

Wedding Celebration Sarah Hughey & Stefan Meissner
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	11

9:30 a.m. Worship with Holy

Communion with guest Dawn Kaiser, Seminary student
10:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship


	12
7:30 p.m. Naomi Circle meets
at Parkview Haven; Hostess Karen Lien
	13

7 p.m. Worship & Music Meeting
	14

9:30 a.m. Dorcas Circle meets at Orpha’s home; Hostess Orpha Schultz
7 p.m. Christian Ed Committee meets 


	15

9 a.m. Prayer Chain meets
	16

	17



	18  
9:30 a.m. Worship 

with baptism of Lily Aline Walstrom
10:30 a.m. Coffee fellowship
	19
	20
	21

7 p.m. Weekenders Worship
Council meets following Worship
	22

9:30 a.m. Prayer Chain meets

2 p.m. WELCA

Meeting, Naomi Circle in charge of program; Group 7 serves lunch
	23


	24

	25

9:30 a.m. Worship with baptism of Connor Roy Sorensen
10:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship


	26


	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
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